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POSSIBILITIES FOR JAN TERM 2009:  EDU 368 (EDM 536B) MULTICULTURAL FIELD 

EXPERIENCE 
 
Please note that we begin work on the sites and arrangements almost a year in advance.  Therefore, costs, 
supervisors, and specific details may range from relatively complete at this time to very limited.  Se e program 
supervisors listed below for more details.  All programs have a $50 lab fee in addition to sta ted fees below.   
Please also note that the purpose of the programs is that students will have a multicultural experienc e; not 
particularly a grade level experience.  You are welcome to work outside your certificatio n levels during Jan 
Term, and may need to be placed outside your certification level in some cases.  Because the program aims are 
to deepen and broaden your experience, our goal is to find a placement for you that is unlike other fi eld 
experiences you have had. 
 

ALASKA :  Students work in an elementary or secondary setting in 
schools with very high Native Alaskan populations.  This has been 
a rewarding experience for Whitworth students who h ave been 
able to experience the beautiful wilderness character of Alaska, live 
at Sheldon Jackson College (a sister Presbyterian college), and gain 
valuable experience in a variety of school settings.  This has been a 
particularly good experience for secondary students  who work at 
Mt. Edgecombe High School.  Whitworth Supervisor:  To be 
determined.   
 
 

 
 
BOLIVIA:  THE KRISTA PROJECT:  This program was done as a pilot project in Jan 1999, and is in memory 
and honor of Krista, daughter of Jim and Linda Hunt ,  who died in a bus accident while serving with th e 
Mennonite Central Committee in Bolivia.  We will ch oose two students who will work with the street chi ldren 
in Bolivia, as did Krista, under the auspices of th e MMC.  You should be open to Spanish language instruction, 
and feel comfortable in and committed to working in  a Christian 
mission setting.  Costs are about $1900, plus lab fee. 
 
 
COEUR D’ALENE TRIBAL SCHOOL:   This school is operated by 
the Coeur d’Alene Tribe, on its reservation, for tr ibal elementary 
students.  It is located in DeSmet, Idaho, which is south of Coeur d’ 
Alene.  Students have not enjoyed the winter drivin g!  If you can 
carpool, or live closer to the site, this may be a good choice.  Kari 
Hammond is the on-campus coordinator. 
 
 
 



HEADSTART:   This is a federally funded program providing for the effective delivery of comprehensive 
services to preschool children and their families.  Our site, located in the Hillyard area of Spokane, assists low 
income preschoolers--many of whom are ESL immigrants.  In the afternoons you have the opportunity to w ork 
with their parents, and/or other adults as they lea rn English.  This has been a highly rewarding experience for 
students who have either secondary or elementary certification.  Coordinator:  Kari Hammond 
 

INDEPENDENT PLACEMENTS :  Some students are able to make 
their own placements in schools.  We hope students, through the Jan 
Term program, deepen and broaden their experiences with diversity.  
Therefore, students are rarely given permission to work in their home 
schools unless this is a very different experience for them.  (For 
example, Hawaiian students working in Hawaii is dis couraged.)  
Students in independent placements make their own arrangements 
which are verified in the fall with a form from the  syllabus.  You will 
also be provided with a packet of information for y our cooperating 
teacher and principal when the placement is confirm ed in the fall.  

Some acceptable independent placements include:  schools with at-risk populations (at least 65% free/r educed 
hot lunch statistics), ESL classes, schools with at least 65% minority populations, etc. 
 
JAMAICA :    Jamaica is an island of contrasts--there are very expensive visitors’ resorts and extremely poor 
inner-city conditions.  This is a mission outreach setting with supervisors Jane and Roy Dodman from t he 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland.  They have been missionaries 
in Jamaica for over 15 years, and have raised their family there.  
You will work in inner-city Kingston in a pre-schoo l or 
elementary setting, with possibly some secondary work.  The 
schools are an outreach of the Church, and are aimed at 
leveling the playing field for very poor children w ho must take 
the same nation-wide tests as children attending exclusive 
schools.  The children’s educational future depends on how 
they do on the series of tests which begins in elementary 
school.  You will have time to visit the beach and other 
recreational settings.  Applicants should be comfor table with expressing their Christian faith in chur ch-related 
settings.  It’s a great plus if you play an instrum ent.  We hope participants will gather donated supp lies for the 
school in which they work.  This has been a very di fficult, but rewarding experience.  Students are housed in 
church-owned conference housing.  Cost is still unknown for next year but it has been airfare plus room and 
board of about $32 per day.  Kari Hammond, Campus Coordinator 
 
JUVENILE DETENTION :  Because of several students who were very successful at this site the past several 
years, we may be able to have one or two students work with young offenders at the detention center.  These 
are teens that have been convicted of a variety of offenses, and are court-ordered to this secure facility.  You 
will need to be very comfortable with this populati on before you can be considered for this assignment.  
 
 
 



 
KOREA:  This site provides a wide variety of experiences 
at Sang Rok Children’s Home in Seoul which provides  
care for abut 80 children ages 4-18.  Whitworth students 
live with the children and teach English in the mor ning 
and afternoon.  This is a tremendous opportunity fo r 
cultural immersion.  Cost is about $335-350 plus airfare, 
and includes a weekend trip with the orphanage 
director’s family to see historical and cultural si tes.  On-
campus coordinator:  Kari Hammond 
 
 
 
LIBERTY PARK CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER:   This facility in the lower east side of Spokane serves a 
diverse population of young children.  There are ma ny ethnic groups represented.  It is an interesting 
combination of private and public groups working to gether to provide early experiences to enhance children’s 
future success in school.  Carol Hollar is on-campus coordinator. 
 
LOS ANGELES:   World Impact Christian School is a mission setting aimed at elementary students in the inner 
city.  The students are mainly Hispanic and African  American who live in the housing projects.  Whitwo rth 
students must feel comfortable in a conservative Christian mission setting.  Students live with World Impact 
mission staff who reside in the inner city in the s ame settings in which they teach.  Students may also assist 
with Bible clubs for children.  Cost has been about $150-175, plus transportation to L.A.  There is an extensive 
application process required by World Impact for an yone volunteering.  We have had Whitworth students 
teaching at World Impact every year since we started this program a number of years ago!  Kari Hammond  is 
campus coordinator. 
 
MEXICO :  You need to have a year of Spanish language to participate in this program in Aguascalientes.  A 
Whitworth coordinator works with our Mexican coordi nator, to arrange classroom teaching assignments and 
housing with Mexican families.  Students work on Sp anish language, as well.  This is a great cultural 
immersion opportunity, as well as a chance to greatly improve your Spanish!  Cost is about $1100-1200 
including airfare from Los Angeles.   
 
NEW MEXICO:   We are again working to put together possibilitie s in New Mexico working with Native 
American, Hispanic, low-income, and other students in such settings as an elementary school, and a private 
 6-12 Presbyterian School.  Students have been able to arrange interesting weekend trips to historical , cultural, 
and archaeological sites.  Cost is airfare, plus room and board at schools, or with families 
  
SAN FRANCISCO :  This is an absolutely wonderful program where st udents teach in the San Francisco City 
Schools;  it is part of a larger Whitworth program in San Francisco.  There are critical shortages of teachers in 
the nation’s urban schools.  This is an opportunity  to learn what it might be like teaching in an urba n, 
multicultural setting.  Students live in a residenc e hotel near the Tenderloin District.  Teaching assignments are 
at all levels with a very diverse population of stu dents.  Ross Cutter, retired Whitworth professor, w ill be your 
coordinator, will visit with you in your schools an d guide you as you explore the city and its culture .  Cost  
about $550-600 plus transportation.  Tammy Reid is the campus coordinator. 



 
SEATTLE:  Several public and private urban schools with low -income, street children and immigrant children 
are possibilities.  You must have your own housing.    
 
 
SPOKANE ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS:  There are a number of possibilities in both 
elementary and secondary placements such as regular classrooms in schools with large numbers of low-
income and/or at-risk, ESL students.  Some secondary classrooms are ESL only.  We have several elementary 
schools that have 60-100 Russian speaking students; you may work with several of these students, half days, as 
a tutor, and then work in a classroom for the other  half day.  These have always been excellent placements for 
Whitworth students who need to stay in the Spokane area during Jan Term.  Kari Hammond is the campus 
coordinator.  
 
SPRINGDALE, WASHINGTON:  This site is about 30 miles north of Spokane, and its schools serve large 
numbers of rural, low-income families, many of who are Native American.  We can place at elementary or 
secondary.  Kari Hammond is the coordinator. 
 

WAPATO, WASHINGTON:  This is a multicultural community 
in south-central Washington.  The schools welcome Whitworth 
students as part of the school community, and students have 
had extremely positive experiences here with the large numbers 
of Native American, and Hispanic students.  If you wish to work 
with  ESL families, or want to practice Spanish language skills, 
this is an excellent setting.  An added benefit is the rural 
character of the setting.  Students live at Campbell Farm, a rural 
retreat of the Presbyterian Church which is a worki ng farm.  
Costs have been about $400-425 for room and board (in some 
cases you do the cooking!), plus your own transportation.  Kari 

Hammond is the coordinator.  


