
Directions for using template:  Blue text provides guidance and choices; create your consent form from this template choosing the appropriate text, completing the sentences that end in “….”, and changing to black or deleting all the unnecessary blue text.  At the end of the document you will find optional sections that can be inserted should they pertain to your project.  Select only those that pertain, and insert them as directed.
WHITWORTH UNIVERSITY
Informed Consent for Participation in Research
Title of Study:
Study investigator(s):
Contact information:
Faculty sponsor (if applicable):
Contact information:
Investigator’s statement
Purpose and Benefits

You are being invited to participate in a research study about ….  The purpose of this study is…. 
No direct benefit is guaranteed to you from participating in this study.  Your participation in this research may benefit other people in the future by helping us learn more about




. 
The study investigator may use information learned from this study in journal articles or in presentations.  None of the information will identify you personally.  The study investigator will not benefit monetarily from this study. (Change this sentence if you are a faculty member and will derive benefit from the study.)
Risk, Stress, or Discomfort

This study is classified as … (choose one of the following):
Minimal risk, which means it poses no more risks than would be encountered in everyday life.

More than minimal risk (because the subject matter is sensitive, the physical test could cause injury, etc.).  The research design includes measures to minimize the risk and protect the safety of subjects.  

If using a survey, be sure to describe the nature of your questions if they are sensitive and may cause any discomfort or risks for respondents.  Questionnaires and interviews about sensitive issues may cause psychosocial risks such as anxiety, distress, embarrassment, or feelings of sadness.  
Add the following if emotional stress is a possibility:

The study investigator will provide counseling information on a separate sheet should participation be emotionally upsetting to any participant.
Add optional section on injury if physical injury could be a possible result (see end of this document for correct wording).  

Voluntary Participation
Your participation in this study is completely voluntary, and you may choose not to participate without any penalty.  Approximately 
      subjects are expected to participate.  If you change your mind, you may stop participating at any time by . . . .
For surveys, you must include the following sentence: If you are uncomfortable answering any question you may skip it and go on to the next.
Your participation will be . . . (choose one of the following phrases as it applies to your project):  
completely anonymous, and there will be no way to connect your information to your name.
OR
confidential.  Your data will be coded so that there will be no direct connection to your name.  Only the study investigator and the faculty sponsor (if applicable) will have access to the code sheet.
Note any incentives for participation such as bus fare, a small reward, or extra credit. There must be an alternative assignment that would take the same amount of time if extra credit is offered.
Procedure

This section provides detail regarding the research design, including what the subject will do, where s/he will do it, and how long it will take.
Deception is allowed if it is critical to the research.  Projects that include deception (in which you tell the subject the purpose is one thing and it is actually something else) must have a written debriefing script as well as this consent form.  
If you decide to participate in this research study, your participation will involve the following:
It will take approximately…to complete.
If you have questions about this research, please contact the study investigator, 

____, at

.  If you have any questions about your rights as a research subject, you may call Lynn Noland,  IRB Administrator, Whitworth University, 509.777.3701.
Consent to participate in this study
Do not sign this consent form unless you have had a chance to ask questions and have received satisfactory answers to all of your questions.

SUBJECT’S STATEMENT  (for adults over 18):
I have read the information in this consent form and have had an opportunity to ask questions and to have them answered satisfactorily.  I voluntarily agree to participate in this study. I understand that I can withdraw at anytime without penalty by . . . , and that I will receive a copy of this form for my records.  By signing this form I have not waived any of the legal rights which I otherwise would have as a subject in a research study.  











Signature of subject



Date













Printed name:








As a representative of this study, I have explained the purpose, the procedures, the benefits, and the risks that are involved in this research study.











Signature of research representative/investigator   

Date





Printed name:










Optional Sections 
If your project could result in unexpected injury, add in the risk section:

In the event that you are physically injured as a result of participating in this research, emergency care will be available.  You will however, be responsible for any charges for the emergency care.  There is no commitment to provide any compensation for research-related injury.  However, you have not released this institution from liability due to negligence.  
If your project includes audio- or videotaping, add this before the signature line as the last item:

Washington state law requires written consent to tape or intercept a conversation; therefore, I voluntarily agree to have my participation choose videtaped or audiotaped, as described in the Procedures section.










