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Associated Students of Whitworth University
Minutes

October 31, 2007

I. Call to Order at 5:00 PM

II. Roll Call
Executives:
ASWU President, Scott Donnell 



Present
ASWU Vice-President, Katherine Zerkel


Present

III. ASWU Financial Vice-President, Luis Lopez

Present

Senators:
Arend, Tiffany Miller




Present
Baldwin-Jenkins, Zach Parker



Proxy
Ballard,  Caitlin Himmel




Present

Boppell, Kendra Hamilton 




Proxy
McMillan, Michael Harri




Present
Stewart/Tiki, Richard Ressell



Present
Warren, Seth Flory





Present
Duvall, Candace Pontoni




Present

Off Campus, Josef Bookert




Present

Representatives:
Arend, Michael Korpi 




Excused
Baldwin-Jenkins, James Mitsuyasu



Proxy
Baldwin-Jenkins, Josh McKee



Proxy
Duvall, Shawna McNally




Present
Schumacher, Iveth Canales




Present
Off Campus, Amy Edsall




Present
Off Campus, Ed Anegon




Present
Off Campus, Corey Fereday




Present
Stewart/Shalom/Keola: Sarah Davies


Present


Warren, Sarah Moore




Present
Warren, Christine DeHaven




Excused

Media: 
KWRS General Manager, Bud Bareither


Present
Natsihi Editor, Ali Hudak




Present
Whitworthian Editor, Jasmine Linabary


Present


Coordinators: 
Activities, Vi Nguyen




Present
Cultural Events, Michelle Bess



Present
Hub Gallery, Kaitlin Trott




Present
Intramurals, Dave Gerig




Present
Outdoor Recreation, Nate Swenson



Present
Senior Class, Rachel Johnson



Present

SERVE, Kacie Gartland




Present
Special Events, Janae Brewster



Present
Sports Events, Obe Quarless 



Excused


IV. Welcoming of Guests

a. Jessica Gawryn
b. Tyler Whitney

c. Ashley Metcalf

d. Carolina Broemeling
e. Becky Hoffer

f. Mitch Bailey

V. Quote of the Week

a. Read by  Scott Donnell
VI. Approval of Minutes

a. Passed as amended
VII. President

a. Mission Statement

i. Read By Sarah Moore
b. General
i. Tonight we have Dale Soden to talk to us about our constituency report.

1. Dale: Happy Halloween and to my Lutheran friends happy reformation day.  I’ve been here 22 years and I had the privilege of writing the history of the college for the centennial and that is how I have gotten involved with strategic planning.  I have more or less overseen the process and seeked the input of various groups to see how they would like the institution to go.  The general idea of that is that we want to be known for our academic excellence and our Christian commitment.  We have been trying to improve the first of those goals most recently and that is why you see so much construction going on.  We want to improve the overall quality of our student body.  We have a specific goal of students on campus for resident life.  We have a goal of faculty to student ratio.  All classes are not the same size and that makes it difficult.  That is why you will see new faculty hired every year so we can keep that ratio.  We don’t want more and more students without new faculty.  We made a deliberate choice to grow the institution moderately for everyday full time students.  Our goal is to grow 2% each year.  We have a record level of applicants so we have been more selective than we ever have before.  We have hit all of our targets with just a handful of students over what we thought 3 years ago.  We are where we wanted to be.  WE are not doing anything other than what we planned for, you can challenge that plan, but it was all planned.  One of the reasons we continue to grow is because of our moderate endowment compared to our comparable neighbors.  Some of the increased institution has gone to faculty benefits.  We are now at the midpoint instead at the bottom of a group of thirty comparable institutions.  We study recruitment and retention very carefully.  All of these goals are intertwined.  This does not mean you shouldn’t critique or question.  In my opinion we have never been at a stronger point institutionally in the time I have been here.  We have a better student retention rate than SPU or PLU and that is what we look at the most in terms of judging our progress.  I’d love to hear any questions.
2. Amy: I have a question for the academic scholarships.  Why didn’t everyone’s scholarship increase when the standards increased last year?

3. Dale: Honestly that is the industry standard.  You do not have as many opportunities to obtain work study or departmental scholarships as a freshman but those opportunities increase.

4. Corey F.: Why aren’t we requiring SAT scores?

5. Dale:  There is a lot of dissatisfaction with the way the SAT is administered on a national basis.  If you take it multiple times you do better, if you want to know more I could direct you to websites on that discussion.  We know that GPA is a better predictor of how students will do at our institution and we want students to consider Whitworth even if they may not take the SAT.  The faculty has really struggled with what to do with that.

6. Scott:  Michael Leroy also told me that if students want a scholarship they must have the SAT.

7. Daniel: If we capped admissions next year what would happen financially?

8. Dale:  Health care is rising considerably and it would probably not permit us to hire one or two new faculty members.  Could we make it? Sure. We would just have to cut some things we are currently doing.  The problem that the board is asking us is when we try to finance the science building we realize that part of that is going to have to be funded by loans or debt.  This would have to be made up by the business model.
9. Daniel: So we are not necessarily a sustainable college and we’ll have to consume more students in order to survive?

10. Dale: That’s a brutal analogy, but fair.  We’re thinking about growing to 2500 and we are about 19something.  We are growing the endowment at a higher rate so eventually we can pay for things from the endowment instead of more students.  If we decided not to make a new building and go back to the strategy, we need to be a strong science program to be a strong institution, then we can’t finance that.  We don’t expect that the growth should go on indefinitely.  Things could change in the future and who knows.

11. Obe: When you speak of growth, what assumption does the institution make about transfer students who wouldn’t use a dorm, but would influence tuition?

12. Dale: We have numbers about transfers, and we think about what we need to retain juniors and seniors.  Boppell, Duvall, and the theme houses are all ideas to keep older students.  Most of what we have done with transfer students has to do with adult non-traditional students, but they don’t make the places grow in the same way and we are aware that some parts of campus feel full with their addition.  We want to build the same kind of community we expect from Whitworth.

13. Seth: How is bringing in new adjunct or temp positions helpful to the goal?

14. Dale: We’ve actually reduced the amount of people who are adjunct or part time.  We are making a choice to have more faculty in semi-permanent or permanent positions.  The bad side is that that is expensive.  Honestly, the cheapest labor is an unqualified adjunct professor.  There is a tradeoff between quality and quantity.  We do not want to get very expensive as an institution.  Labor is a big challenge.

15. Jessica Davis:  How do you foresee Whitworth’s growth and internationalization affecting the community? 
16. Dale:  If we could get to the point where more students took a semester abroad.  The faculty is interested in off site institutions.  If people leave to go off-campus then we have room for growth without straining as much the facilities off-campus.  I think the intent is to continue to do this.  Every time I have talked to Michael he says we are trying to go forward with it.  It is proceeding but just a matter a time and effort.

17. Michael: Is there going to be another early athlete registration next year?

18. Dale: No.  I’m not 100% sure, but that has not come across my desk.  My understanding is that we are not going to do it again.

19. Scott: No, it’s not happening again. Michael said this morning.

20. Dale: Thank you very much for having me.  If any of you want to contact me and talk about these matters I would be happy to set up a time.  Know that we all love being here because you are here.
ii. We are having a major website overhaul.  We’re going to change everything.  If you have anything you want to change something e-mail Corey Newman.

iii. There is a possibility of in the future categorizing parking.  No promises yet, it’s still being debated.

iv. Last week we did a survey.  This is an informational time.  
VIII. Executive Vice President
i. Dorm Updates
1. Arend: We’re great. Halloween fun tonight.
2. B-J/Akili:  We’re hammering out sweatshirt.  We have a design and just need colors.
3. Stewart: We’re glad we have new cards but can’t use them.
4. Ballard: Someone broke our card scanner.
5. Boppell:  We have Boppell Coffeehouse on Friday 8-11. Free drinks.  We have some great artists playing.  This is our traditional event.
6. McMillan: Thanks to everyone for the Haunted House.  We had 454 people go through.
7. Off-Campus:  LAN party on Friday.  7:30 in the HUB.
8. Schumacher:  Schumacher is good.  We ordered sweatshirts today, they’ll be here Tuesday.
9. Duvall:  Service project on Saturday.  Stoplight dance on the 16th.
10. Warren: On the third we have a dating Kaleidoscope thing.  We’re going to have speakers.  Warren Unplugged on the 10th.  Warren Peace on the 29th.
ii. Campus Vibes

iii. Corey N: Why did we cement all the signs?
iv. Michael: Hand sanitizers, why are they everywhere?

v. And a lot of people in Mac and Ballard don’t like that there is not an entrance on the South side of Mac.

vi. Tiffany: Bikes are still being stolen; tell people to chain their bike not their wheel.

vii. Kendra: We loved Mac Haunted House and monster mash

viii. Media/Coordinator Report

1. Ali Hudak: We went to D.C. We thought a lot about new ways of covering stories.  We have met our minimum goal for sales.
2. Michelle Bess: Cultural Awareness week coming up, Nov 12th-16th. 
3. Dave Gerig:  Frisbee is in playoffs.  Today and tomorrow.  Finals on Tuesday.  Soccer will start soon.  Vball and Bball are in midseason.
4. Nate Swenson: We went to Oregon for Fall Break.  We didn’t back pack but we had a sweet time packing.  I have posters for Schweitzer.  Nov. 15 ski movie extravaganza. 
5. Kacie Gartland: Service project at Riverside State Park this weekend.  We might be making big piles and burning them.  There’ll be a newsletter for anyone who wants to serve during Christmas.
6. Obe Quarless: Midnight madness is two weeks from today at 6:30.  The original date conflicts with the Women’s team so we had to make it earlier.  All the other Fridays and Saturdays were conflicting.  My only concern is my budget and the amount of T-shirts I would like to get.  I’m going with an on campus sound system and trying to figure out what the DJ situation is.  It would probably be easier if it starts at 7.  I’m going to try to get the word out for the Red Sea.  This is a season ending week.  It’s kind of the last chance to get fall sports.  Please stress the Red Sea with your newsletter.  Anything you could do would be appreciated.  
7. Janae Brewster: Anberlin tickets and chief’s hockey tickets.  Blue Scholars 8 on Saturday.  Sam Reed is speaking tomorrow.   
8. Bud Bareither: Listen, we got Afroman tickets to give away.
9. Jasmine Linabary: We went to D.C. as well.  All the editors went.  The Whitworthian got third place for best in show in our level.  We are placing alongside great schools and that’s a great honor.
10. Rachel Johnson:  We had senior skate night last night.  Graduation applications are tomorrow. The website is updated.  We’re going to have a senior thanksgiving dinner.
11. Kaitlin Trott: The first show is up.  I’ve been talking to people about putting up a show for cultural awareness week.
12. Vi Nguyen:  Vellela Vellela tomorrow.  Please put the posters up. It’s at 8. Blue Scholars Saturday.  Heavyweights is going to be moved.
b. General:
i. A few weeks ago we chartered the bike club and tonight we are talking about the Political Activism Club.
1. Jessica: Our club was chartered last year and no one wanted to take it up.  I am a freshman and we are trying to start it up again.

2. Tyler: We are not a partisan club and we encourage discussion.

3. Richie: Who is your advisor?

4. Jessica: Julia Stronks

5. Tyler H.: Are you asking for any money?

6. Jessica: No

Motion to discuss

ii. Kendra: I don’t see why we shouldn’t charter them.

iii. Katie: I’m a member.

Motion to vote

Passed by voice vote.

IX. Financial Vice President

a. Clubs

i. We have Ashley Metcalf from BSO.
1. Ashley: This is our second year running.  We have a board and we have titles.  I am president and we have a president elect for next year.  We have many underclassmen interested.  We are going to have a dessert with local business leaders.  We are going to Cyrus O’Leary’s pie factory to discuss their manufacturing operation.  In March we will have a community service event helping low-income people do their taxes.  In spring we are planning to have our golf tournament.  We have many interested businesses and that is going to happen.

2. Scott: Will you need any money for that tournament?

3. Ashley: No

ii. We also have Carolina from Latin American Club.

1. Carolina: We have been around for three or four years.  We had our first meeting with twenty people.  We our thinking about what to do for Cultural Awareness Week.  We sponsored a speaker awhile ago.  We are trying to sponsor salsa lessons for a month or so.  We want to have a dance next semester.  WE are thinking about having cultural Cafes to discuss Latin America.

b. General

X. General Announcements

XI. Meeting Adjourned: The Meeting was adjourned at 6:36.
Submitted by: 




Approved by:

__________________________    

  
__________________________

Corey Newman, ASWU Secretary


Scott Donnell, ASWU President

