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Whitworth’s mission is to provide its diverse student body 

an education of mind and heart, equipping its graduates 

to honor God, follow Christ and serve humanity.

A few weeks ago I heard a commentator say, “The last three 
quarters have brought the economic world to its knees.” Two 
thoughts crossed my mind when I heard that statement.

First, I thought of a lot of good things that happen from 
our knees. In Western culture, men sometimes get into the 
kneeling position to propose marriage. And if they want 

to conserve their energy, they just stay on their knees and move straight into asking 
for forgiveness. For everything. Including proposing in the first place. Another good 
kneeling activity is prayer. We don’t kneel to pray as much as our forebears did. My 
older brother used to do it, and it made me feel guilty until I found out he usually fell 
asleep somewhere around “…thy kingdom come.”  

One of the best kneeling things we can do is give up. In the past year, our two oldest 
children were ordained to the ministry of word and sacrament in the Presbyterian 
Church. Both asked me to give their ordination sermons. And both expressed 
confidence that, if nothing else, I would keep those sermons short. For Brenna, I chose 
the Luke 5 story of Jesus rounding up his disciples. Peter and the others have spent 
all night fishing a shutout. So the carpenter gives the guys a fishing tip. And they catch 
so many fish that their nets tear. Peter has seen Jesus do miracles, but this is his 
tipping point. He drops to his knees and says, “Get away from me, Lord. I am a sinner.”

When Peter falls to his knees and confesses his unworthiness, Jesus says, “Don’t be 
afraid. From now on you will catch people.” Peter’s pride is shattered. He gives up. He 
tips over. And his tipping point becomes his “from now on” point.   

Individually and collectively, we Christians need to join Peter — in a heap at the feet 
of Christ. If we’re not careful, our pride will keep us from reaching the “from now on” 
point. I hope 2009-10 will keep Whitworth and all followers of Christ from trusting too 
much in their own adequacy.

My second thought about the commentator’s “brought to its knees” remark was how 
blessed Whitworth was in 2008-09. This annual report chronicles an amazing year. 
We did not buckle to our financial knees. Through your generosity, God’s grace and 
the strong discipline of Whitworth’s people, we accomplished many of our goals, we 
balanced our budget, and no job became a victim of the economy. As Vice President 
of Finance and Administration Brian Benzel observed, “When the storm hit, Whitworth 
was already operating at an efficiency level that some institutions were making 
cuts to reach.” We offer special thanks to Brian, to Associate V.P. for Finance and 
Administration Luz Merkel, and to Brian’s predecessor, Tom Johnson, for leadership in 
this area. In the two or three years preceding the economic crisis, I often felt that my 
own leadership might have been too conservative financially. Maybe it was, but this 
past year was one in which our restraint served us well.

The high-fives notwithstanding, we enter a new fiscal and academic year with an 
urgent need for facilities that can accommodate our growth. We need to build a new 
science building while we rebuild our endowment. That will be a challenge. We will not 
get it done through our own strength. Your generosity and God’s abundant grace are 
our best and only hopes. Thank you for your support — past, present and future.
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JULY 8, 2008 
Professor of Communication Studies Jim 
McPherson’s latest book – The Conservative 
Resurgence and the Press: The Media’s Role in the 
Rise of the Right (Northwestern University Press, 
2008) – challenges conventional wisdom and 
leads to McPherson being named a finalist for a 
top research award.

AUG. 22, 2008
U.S. News’ America’s Best Colleges guide places 
Whitworth at No. 6 in the magazine’s ranking of 
116 master’s-level universities in the 17-state 
region of the West and at No. 5 in its ranking of 
best values in the same category.

SEPT. 15, 2008 
Generations of Whitworth students will study the 
ecology and wildlife of the picturesque Scotia 
Valley, in southern Pend Oreille County, through a 
planned gift of 605 acres made by Betty Verbrugge 
and her late husband, Durand. Betty and her son, 
Gary, recently established an endowment fund 
with Whitworth, to be used for maintenance of the 
property and for future construction of a small field 
station for environmental studies and research.

OCT. 13, 2008 
David Oliver Relin, co-author of The New York Times 
bestseller Three Cups of Tea, the common reading 
book for Whitworth’s freshman seminar, speaks to 
a packed Cowles Auditorium about Montanan Greg 
Mortenson’s work to build more than 60 schools in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

FEB. 9, 2009 
Whitworth pays tribute to longtime Professor 
of English Leonard Oakland with the inaugural 
Leonard A. Oakland Film Festival Feb. 20-22. The 
festival, the focal point of Heritage Month 2009, 
features three film showings and discussions with 
several of the filmmakers, including Oakland’s 
longtime friend Ron Shelton, writer/director of 
Bull Durham and White Men Can’t Jump. To honor 
Oakland’s 40-plus years of service, Whitworth has 
established an endowment to support film studies. 

FEB. 17, 2009 
Whitworth earns a place on the President’s Higher 
Education Community Service Honor Roll, which 
is the highest federal recognition a school can 
achieve for its commitment to service-learning and 
civic engagement. 

MARCH 6-14, 2009 
The theatre department presents its spring 
production, Tina Howe’s Museum, which portrays 
an art gallery in a museum on the last day of a 
modern art exhibit, The Broken Silence.

MARCH 30, 2009 
Whitworth’s student newspaper, The Whitworthian, 
is named a finalist for an Associate Collegiate 
Press Online Pacemaker Award, considered one of  
the highest honors in student journalism.

2008-09 YEAR IN REVIEW



OCT. 30, 2008 
The 2008 Whitworth Science & Society Lecture 
Series features John Horack, a NASA scientist and 
manager of the Science and Missions Systems 
Office at the NASA Marshall Space Flight Center, in 
Huntsville, Ala., speaking on, “50 Cents, 50 Years 
– Finding the Value of the Space Program on the 
Back of a Quarter.” 

NOV. 19, 2008 
Actor, director and producer Leonardo Defilippis 
presents a gripping, two-hour, one-man 
performance of the entire gospel of John. 

NOV. 15, 2008 
A team of Whitworth students takes first place 
at the seventh annual Northwest Regional 
Ethics Bowl, in Seattle, defeating groups from 
Central Washington University, Montana State 
University and the University of British Columbia. 
The team goes on to finish fifth at the National 
Intercollegiate Ethics Bowl. 

JAN. 7, 2009 
Award-winning television and radio commentator 
Callie Crossley presents a timely lecture, “For 
Better AND Worse: The Shotgun Marriage of New 
and Old Media and its Impact on Election ’08.” 

JAN. 21, 2009 
Whitworth is included for the third straight year in 
Kiplinger’s ranking of the top 50 private university 
values in the U.S. Whitworth is No. 39 in the 2009 
rankings, to be found online at www.kiplinger.com/
tools/privatecolleges. 

APRIL 16, 2009 
The 2009 Simpson-Duvall Lectureship features 
the Rev. Peter Storey, a champion of nonviolence 
who served as chaplain to Nelson Mandela, the 
former president of South Africa, when he was in 
prison. Storey speaks on the role of the church in 
peacemaking and reconciliation in South Africa. 

APRIL 25, 2009 
More than 120 Whitworth and Gonzaga 
undergraduate students from a number of 
academic disciplines present their original 
research during the Spokane Intercollegiate 
Research Conference at Whitworth University.

APRIL 25, 2009 
The Whitworth Hawaiian Club shares the “Spirit of 
the Islands” in food and culture with the Whitworth 
and Spokane communities during the club’s 39th 
annual lu’au.

MAY 8, 2009 
Whitworth senior Amy Watts is selected from a 
list of students nationwide to receive Pi Lambda 
Theta’s 2009 Distinguished Student Scholar 
Award. Watts is the first Whitworth student to win 
the award, which includes a $500 scholarship and 
a one-year honorary membership in Pi Lambda. 

MAY 17, 2009 
Ron White, author of three best-selling books  
on Abraham Lincoln, including his latest,  
A. Lincoln: A Biography, returns to Whitworth, 
where he once taught, to address graduates at the 
119th undergraduate commencement ceremony. 
Whitworth President Bill Robinson speaks at the 
university’s graduate commencement ceremony.



REVENUES
Net tuition and fees $ 37,073,563

Auxiliary enterprises  12,359,910 

Gifts and grants 6,532,795

Investment income ($20,839,836)

Total operating revenue $ 35,126,432

EXPENSES
Instruction/academic support $ 28,823,118

Auxiliary enterprises  10,458,120

Administration 9,917,231

Student services 9,234,858

Total operating expenditures $ 58,433,328

Change in net assets  ($23,306,897)

ASSETS 2008 2009
Cash $10,363,505 $9,552,454
Receivables and other assets $13,005,323 $12,993,364
Investments $119,118,848 $88,367,315
Property and physical plant $60,627,829 $72,055,151

Total assets $203,115,505 $182,968,284

LIABILITIES 2008 2009
Accruals and other liabilities $18,091,314 $19,563,613
Annuities payable $11,826,961 $9,239,118
Long-term debt $25,763,721 $30,038,944

Total liabilities $55,681,996 $58,841,675

Total net worth $147,433,509 $124,126,609

NET WORTH (in millions)
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With sacrificial support from donors and strong 
enrollment demand, Whitworth experienced a solid 

year in spite of the economy. The largest change was to 
the endowment, which closed the fiscal year at $73.2 
million, down from a high of almost $93 million the year 
before. This had the single largest effect on the university’s 
net assets, which were down $23 million, or 15.8 percent, 
from the year before. In spite of the challenges faced by 
so many Whitworth families, an incredible 4,473 donors 
supported Whitworth this year, for which we are very 
thankful. New gifts and pledges booked this year totaled 
$6,532,795, while gifts and prior-year pledge payments 
received this year reached $7,226,660.

The Whitworth Foundation continues to work on 
planned gifts that provide income and tax benefits to 
donors in the near term and benefit Whitworth in the 
long term. The assets of the foundation ended the 
year at $18,871,790. These assets, while not part of 
the university’s operating budget, are important for 
Whitworth’s long-term financial strength.

An increase in freshman applications, as well as growth 
in continuing studies and graduate programs, reflected 
strong demand for a Whitworth education; 2,781 
students were enrolled for the fall term. As President Bill 
Robinson explained in a message to alumni, parents 
and friends, “We find ourselves in both a strong position 
and a tenuous position. Our strength in this bear market 
comes from Whitworth’s relatively modest reliance on 
endowment income in its operating budget, compared to 
what you would find in the ‘big endowment’ institutions. 
We are a tuition-driven university, and for the last 
decade we have seen far more applications than we can 
accommodate. We have been in a very strong enrollment 
situation. But being so dependent on enrollment is 
also our greatest point of vulnerability…We are keeping 
‘retain and recruit’ at the forefront of our institutional 
consciousness.”

Whitworth University’s strong financial position in the 
midst of uncertainty, documented in this annual report, 
is possible only because of your generous and steadfast 
commitment to our mission to honor God, follow Christ 
and serve humanity. On behalf of our current students and 
generations of students to come, we thank you.

THE NUMBERS

TOTAL WHITWORTH ENDOWMENT (in millions)

*Includes $14.7 million in funds from outside trusts
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STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
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FIVE-YEAR GIVING SUMMARY

 Year Participation Rate
2004-05 25.4%

2005-06 25.8%

2006-07 23.5%

2007-08 22.3%

2008-09 20.9%

 Year The Whitworth Fund Other Unrestricted Unrestricted Total Restricted Total Grand Total*

2004-05 $1,350,450 $664,522 $2,014,972 $7,563,498 $9,578,470

2005-06 $1,359,026 $751,728 $2,110,754 $6,435,778 $8,617,732

2006-07 $1,419,815 $729,479 $2,149,294 $8,472,960 $10,622,254

2007-08 $1,393,006 $713,913 $2,106,919 $6,403,429 $8,510,348

2008-09 $1,251,932 $843,910 $2,095,842 $5,130,818 $7,226,660
*Reflects all gifts, including payments received this year on prior-year pledges

• Whitworth’s alumni-giving percentage continued to decrease in the last fiscal year, 
due in part to the more than 500 students who graduate each year and add to the 
base total. In total, 2,818 alumni made gifts to Whitworth last year.

•	 In Fiscal Year 2009, 746 alumni, parents and friends made their first gifts to 
Whitworth, comprising 17 percent of total donor households. Consistent annual 
gifts from these new donors are key to Whitworth’s continued success.

•	 Nearly half of all Whitworth donors belong to The 1890 Society, a giving club that 
recognizes faithful donors who give consecutively for three or more years.

T he Whitworth Foundation was established in 1972 with the purpose of helping 
individuals set up deferred gifts, such as charitable trusts and gift annuities. 

These arrangements provide tax savings and lifetime income to donors while they 
ultimately grow the university’s endowment. The Whitworth Foundation is grateful 
to all alumni and friends who have included Whitworth in their estate plans. Your 
investment makes a difference in the lives of future students. 

Trusts $11,994,783

Charitable Gift Annuities 1,421,789

Pooled funds 323,069

Life insurance cash value 5,132,148

Total assets $18,871,789

2008-09 maturities transferred  
to the Whitworth endowment $725,981

TOTAL DEFERRED GIFTS UNDER MANAGEMENT
As of June 30, 2009

ALUMNI PARTICIPATION RATE
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A student jumps off a peak 
at Tall Timber Camp, in 
Leavenworth, Wash., during 
the Jan Term Christian 
Spirituality Study Program.
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New Year’s Day

First day of classes at 
Whitworth College in 

Tacoma, 1900

Jan Term classes begin

First issue of The 
Whitworthian is 

published, 1905

Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Day

Last day of  
Jan Term
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Professor of Music Richard 
Strauch leads the Whitworth 
Wind Symphony, which 
has appeared by invitation 
at five state and regional 
music conferences in the 
last 10 years.
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Spring Term day 
classes begin Spring Convocation

Presidential 
candidate John 

F. Kennedy visits 
campus, 1960
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Leonard Oakland 

Film Festival

Leonard Oakland 
Film Festival

Whitworth College 
founded, 1890 

Leonard Oakland 
Film Festival
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	 SUNDAY 	 MONDAY 	 TUESDAY 	 WEDNESDAY 	 THURSDAY 	 FR IDAY 	 SATURDAYAssistant Professor of 
Chemistry Deanna Ojennus 
collaborates with summer-
research student Amy 
Schlilaty, ’08. When the new 
biology/chemistry building 
is completed, students and 
faculty will gain access 
to cutting-edge research 
equipment and additional 
lab space.
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Production
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Production

Ballard Hall, 
men’s dormitory, 

burns to the 
ground, 1927

Birthday of  
George F. Whitworth, 

founder of Whitworth 
College, b. 1816 St. Patrick’s Day

Spring Break Spring BreakSpring Break Spring Break Spring Break
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The Whitworth Hawaiian Club 
shares food and culture with 
the Whitworth and Spokane 
communities during the 
club’s 39th annual lu’au 
in April 2009. The event 
drew about 800 Whitworth 
students, parents, alumni, 
administrators and Spokane 
community members.
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Frank F. Warren 
becomes 12th 

Whitworth President, 
1940 Good Friday

Easter
Annual Hawaiian 

Club Lu’au

Tax Day

Whitworth wagon 
train leaves 

Indiana bound 
for Oregon, 1853

Inauguration 
of Robert H. 
Mounce as 

15th Whitworth 
president, 1981
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	 SUNDAY 	 MONDAY 	 TUESDAY 	 WEDNESDAY 	 THURSDAY 	 FR IDAY 	 SATURDAYNearly 600 graduates 
participate in Whitworth’s 
commencement ceremonies 
in May 2009, then head out 
in many different directions. 
Some teach in inner city 
schools or in foreign 
countries, some work in 
business and industry, and 
others attend prestigious 
graduate schools in fields 
such as physics, philosophy, 
engineering, theology and 
English.
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	 SUNDAY 	 MONDAY 	 TUESDAY 	 WEDNESDAY 	 THURSDAY 	 FR IDAY 	 SATURDAYMembers of the Whitworth 
women’s track & field 
team compete in the 
steeplechase. In the 2009 
season, six Pirates captured 
All-America honors (finishing 
in the top eight) at the NCAA 
Division III Track and Field 
Championships. 
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Baseball 
team wins 

NAIA national 
championship, 

1960 Flag Day

Father’s Day

Whitworth’s first 
commencement, 1891
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Associate Professor of 
Theology Keith Beebe leads 
students through the rolling 
hills above Hadrian’s Wall, 
in Scotland, during the 
semester-long British Isles 
Study Abroad Program.
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Bill Robinson 
begins tenure as 

17th president of 
Whitworth, 1993

Independence Day

Wedding of George F. 
Whitworth and Mary E. 

Thomson, 1838
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	 SUNDAY 	 MONDAY 	 TUESDAY 	 WEDNESDAY 	 THURSDAY 	 FR IDAY 	 SATURDAYThe first students to live 
in Whitworth’s East Hall 
move in during Orientation 
Weekend 2009. The new 
three-story residence hall 
houses 170 students from 
all four class levels in 
single, double and triple 
rooms, and features unique 
common areas. 
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Death of former college 
president Edward B. 

Lindaman, 1982





3029282726

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

18171615141312

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

42 31

2 0 1 0

	 SUNDAY 	 MONDAY 	 TUESDAY 	 WEDNESDAY 	 THURSDAY 	 FR IDAY 	 SATURDAYWhitworth’s cheerleading 
squad pumps up the crowd 
during 2008’s Homecoming 
football game.
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Donald D. MacKay 
becomes 6th Whitworth 

president, 1911

Labor Day Fall Term classes begin
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Honors 
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1964
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	 SUNDAY 	 MONDAY 	 TUESDAY 	 WEDNESDAY 	 THURSDAY 	 FR IDAY 	 SATURDAYStudents stroll along 
the Hello Walk during a 
crisp October day in The 
Loop, where bright fall 
colors provide a vibrant 
campus setting.
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Whitworth 
becomes an 

accredited 
college, 1925

Dedication of 
Weyerhaeuser 

Hall, 2004

Fall Break
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2 0 1 0

Members of Jubilation, the 
student-led dance club that 
explores the use of dance in 
worship, perform in Cowles 
Memorial Auditorium.
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	 SUNDAY 	 MONDAY 	 TUESDAY 	 WEDNESDAY 	 THURSDAY 	 FR IDAY 	 SATURDAY

DE
CE

MB
ER

A student rests in the 
stillness of Seeley-Mudd 
Chapel, serving as a 
reminder of the importance 
of reflection and meditation 
during the Advent season.
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Groundbreaking 
for Jay P. Graves 

Gymnasium, 1941

Student body 
selects “Pirates” as 
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teams, 1926
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Christmas Day
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