
 
 

Guidance for Research Using Existing Databases 
 
 
A research project analyzing data from an existing database where the researchers cannot readily 
ascertain the identity of the subjects does not meet the requirements of research with human 
subjects if the investigator(s) do not obtain the data through an interaction or interventions with living 
individuals OR identifiable private information about a person does not involve human subjects and 
therefore, the project does not have to comply with the protection for human subjects regulations. 
 
 
 


