
ABOUT THE MINISTRY TRAINING 
FELLOWS PROGRAM
The Ministry Training Fellows Program seeks to train 
Whitworth students to provide Christ-centered, 
culturally relevant leadership in church and society.

Objectives:

• Understand the Christian story and gospel

• Practice biblically and theologically  
faithful ministry

• Learn to read and interpret cultural trends

• Establish Christ-centered habits and  
spiritual practices

• Discern your giftedness, calling and vocation

• Cultivate skills for ministry

• Learn how to share the gospel and to  
build disciples

• Build a network of ministry relationships 

There are two categories of requirements you  
must complete: experiential and academic.

EXPERIENTIAL REQUIREMENTS
• Meet with one of the program advisors

• Enroll in a leadership development course, preferably 
Foundations of Christian Leadership or Diverse 
Christian Leadership

• Apply during freshman/sophomore year (exceptions 
and inquiries can be made through Office of Church 
Engagement, or OCE)

• Meet for at least one year with a mentor  
(subject to approval)

• Participate in a small group

• Serve one summer in ministry through the  
OCE Summer Fellowship Program (or other 
approved practicum)

• Attend occasional lectures and conferences  
related to ministry

• Commit to at least one year of ministry on campus 
(as an RA, CMC, CDA, etc.) or off campus (church 
ministry, Young Life, Youth for Christ, Global 
Neighborhood, World Relief, etc.

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS
You must choose to major or minor in theology, 
including completing these requirements (either 
within the major/minor or in addition):

Ministry skills courses (one required):
TH 317: Cross-Cultural Ministry (3 credits)
TH 324: The Missional Church (3)
TH 334: Youth Ministry (3)
TH 339: Gospel & Growth in a  
 Post-Christian Context (3)
TH 375: Soul Care Through Life Stages (3)

Leadership development courses (one required):
TH 172: Foundations of Christian  
 Leadership I: Fall (2)
TH 173: Foundations of Christian  
 Leadership II: Spring (2)
TH 174: Diverse Christian Leadership: Fall (3)
TH 381: Campus Ministry (2)
TH 380: Young Life Leadership (3)

Ministry preparation courses (two required):
TH 433: Theology and Practice of  
 Ministry I (1): Spring
TH 434: Theology and Practice of  
 Ministry II (1): Fall



BECOME A 
MINISTRY 
TRAINING 
FELLOW

FAQ
Q: What is the purpose of the program?

A: As our culture becomes increasingly post-Christian, 
the need for Christian leadership becomes more 
critical. Whitworth is intentional about preparing 
godly, grounded and creative leaders for service to 
God and God’s people. 

Q: What is a ministry training fellow?

A: It is a person who enrolls in and completes a 
program designed to prepare him or her for Christian 
leadership in church and society.

Q: How will this program benefit me?

A: There are several benefits. First, you will have a 
great experience of community. Second, you will 
receive excellent theological training. Third, you will be 
challenged to test and use your gifts. Finally, you will 
be able to include this in your résumé, which will help 
you live into your calling beyond Whitworth.

Q: How can I apply?

A: Visit the Office of Church Engagement  
website and complete an online application  
at whitworth.edu/ministryfellows.

CONTACT
For more information about the program,  

please contact Kathryn Hendricks  
at khendricks@whitworth.edu. 

Program advisors:  
Jerry Sittser, Kent McDonald, Forrest Buckner,  

Mindy Smith, Kathryn Hendricks


