
Expo ’74 was the first World’s Fair dedicated to the environment. Spokane instantly became a global 

leader on the environment.  Citizens loved living here because we had clean water and clean air and the 

land was unspoiled.  We knew then the burgeoning global population would stress the environment and 

it has.  Now, not a day goes by that we are not bombarded with reports of the effects of climate change.  

People feel stressed, too.  Some are emotionally overwhelmed, some suffer physically.  Some are in 

denial.   

The Conference has three major parts: Talks by local experts, discussion groups and exhibits by local 

groups who directly care for the environment.  It’s a chance for regular folks to learn what is has been 

done and what is currently being done in and around Spokane on environmental care, and to voice their 

thoughts on how to care for the land.  Some examples:  

 

• The city adopted a Sustainability Action Plan.  Listen to study author Kara Odegard tell of the 

major areas of work Spokane will be addressing and how they will affect you. 

• Wheat farmers around Spokane are adapting agricultural practices to changing precipitation 

patterns.  Listen to WSU’s dryland wheat expert Aaron Esser talk about care of wheatland.  

• County conservation district expert Ty Meyer will speak on regenerative agriculture; and Twa Le 

Abrahamson from the Spokane Tribe will talk on the respect for the land.  

• Foresters around Spokane are adapting forest management to address increased wildfire risk.  

Gloria Flora and Erik Makinson will tell how charcoal from fires benefits soil and how controlled 

production of biochar can aid in reducing wildfire damage.  University of Idaho professor Tara 

Hudiburg will describe the role of our local forests play as a carbon sink, becoming even more 

important in the next century.  Kurtis Vaagen will describe the changing ecosystem of NE 

Washington forests.   

• Eastern Washington University professor William JT Youngs, who wrote the history of EXPO ’74, 

will talk on how that World’s Fair initiated attention to environment that many others have 

replicated.   

The Conference is unique by exploring how faith traditions support care for the land.   Scripture teaches  

“And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.” Gen 

2:15, King James version.    

• Jonathan Moo, Whitworth professor in theology and holding a wildlife biology degree, opens 

the Conference with a presentation Bridging Science and Faith.   

• Gonzaga became the first University in the United States to join the Laudato Si Action plan, the 

outgrowth of Pope Francis’ Encyclical.  One of the discussion groups, led by Gonzaga Theology  

Professor Joe Mudd, will engage the audience for their environmental actions.  

• Two discussion groups are on books by local authors that tie faith to care for the land: Shalom 

and the Community of Creation, Native American insights by Randy Woodley; and Healing All 

Creation by Gonzaga’s Adam Bartholomew. 

• Faith Leaders and Leaders of Conscience will close the Friday session with their annual Earth Day 

vigil. This year is a shmita year in the Jewish calendar, the seventh year when the land is to lie 

fallow and rest.   



• The Hope for Creation Conference celebrates 50 years since Expo, a Biblical jubilee, when the 

land debts are forgiven.  Humanity’s debt to the land the last 50 years is immense. We need a 

new course, a fresh start.  

The Episcopal Church (the Anglican Church in England) share beliefs with Roman Catholics and 

Protestants, as part of the same Christian family.  Some folks believe care for the environment is only a 

human responsibility, and some folks believe the wellbeing of the Earth is only in God’s hands.  We thik 

there is truth in both of these views, and each has value for the other.    

The conference includes a street fair, open to the public, on April 23rd Earth Day from noon to 3:30.  

There will be exhibits by some 30 organizations who have direct involvement in the environment, 

ranging from Audubon society, bee keepers and worm growers, to faith groups and secular groups.  

There will be live music, an art exhibition, and food trucks, and a chance to tour the cathedral.   

The Conference concludes with a session to offer ideas for celebration of EXPO ’74, and ideas on how 

Spokane can renew its global leadership on environmental care.  See the registration page for more 

details at https://www.whitworth.edu/hopeforcreation/. 

  

https://www.whitworth.edu/hopeforcreation/


Plenary Sessions  

Event Description: The Hope for Creation Conference is designed to share a vision of hope for creation; 
showcase local caretakers of land, water and air; and renew Spokane’s leadership on environmental 
care. 

Expo ’74 was the first world’s fair dedicated to the environment. It called attention to environmental 
issues and helped to shape the consciousness of the Spokane community. As we near the 50th 
anniversary of Expo ’74, now is the time to look back at where we’ve been, consider carefully what is 
being done, and develop a road map for the future. Spokane was a leader in creation care then, and that 
leadership should continue.  The 2022 event will emphasize care of the land. 

All are welcome at this event – civic leaders, nonprofit organizations, faith communities, business people 
and engaged citizens— all points of view are needed, and the dignity of each person will be respected. 

 
• Friday, April 22,  9:15- 5:00 

o 9:15  Welcome and land acknowledgement, Heather VanDeventer, Dean, St John’s Cathedral 
o 9:30-10:15 Jonathan Moo, Associate Professor, Whitworth University, Department of 

Theology;  “Creation Care:  Bridging Science & Faith” 
o 10:15-10:45 Gloria Flora, Founder of Sustainable Obtainable Solutions, using Forest Service 

experience and expert on Biochar 
o 10:45-11:00 break 
o 11:00-11:30 Aaron Esser, WSU, Adaptations in wheat farming to environmental stress, caring 

for the land 
o 11:30-12:00  Kurtis Vaagen, Vaagen Bros.  Small logs; utilizing forest fuels creates better 

projects on the ground 
o 12:00-12:30 Erik Makinson, Resource Synergy. Turning waste to resources 
o 12:30-1:00  Ty Meyer, Production Ag Manager, Spokane County Conservation District. 

Regenerative Ag, Working with Nature. 
o 1:00-3:00 Break for Earth Day march  (concurrent event)   Lunch on your own, (open video 

showings, see candidate films, below)  
o 3:00-4:00 discussion groups: (see below for discussion topics and candidate leaders) 
o 4:00-4:30 what we heard today and what is on schedule for tomorrow.  
o 4:30  Earth Day vigil, Faith Leaders and Leaders of Conscience 
o 5:30  Adjourn 
o  

• Saturday, April 23rd, 9:00am – 6:00pm 
o 8:00-8:30  Cathedral ecumenical Morning prayer 
o 8:30-9:00 Twa-Le Abrahamson, Spokane Tribe, Sovereignty, Health, Air, Water and Land 

Society and the Midnight Mine clean up.  
o 9:00-9:45  Tara Hudiburg, U Idaho.  Sustaining the 21st Century Forest Carbon Sink 
o 9:45-10:00 break 
o 10:00-10:30 Ali Groza, SAP3 member.  Hopes for environmental leadership 
o 10:30-11:00 Nate Beine, Whitworth, Summit youth at COP26  
o 11:00-12:00 discussion groups (see below)  



 
o 12:00pm – 3:30pm  Showcase of local organization; fair setting inside and outside: Live music 

by Zonkie; Two bit Jug Band; Floating Crowbar (Jenny Anne Mannan to MC); art exhibit, with 
Terrain (thx Ginger Ewing),  food trucks 

o 3:30 -4:15 Kara Odegard, Spokane’s Sustainability Action Plan  
o 4:15-5:0 0 Keynote Address:  J. William T. Youngs,  EWU;  “Expo ’74:  The Environment Then 

and Now” 
o 5:00 Next Steps Workshop: provide feedback to local leaders on creation care priorities.  

Open Microphone questions, comments and proposals. Co emceed by Toni Lodge, President 
Native Project and Breean Beggs, President Spokane City Council. 

o 6:00 Reception. 
 
 



  

Discussion Groups 

Event Description: The Hope for Creation Conference is designed to share a vision of hope for creation; 
showcase local caretakers of land, water and air; and renew Spokane’s leadership on environmental 
care. 

Expo ’74 was the first world’s fair dedicated to the environment. It called attention to environmental 
issues and helped to shape the consciousness of the Spokane community. As we near the 50th 
anniversary of Expo ’74, now is the time to look back at where we’ve been, consider carefully what is 
being done, and develop a road map for the future. Spokane was a leader in creation care then, and that 
leadership should continue.  The 2022 event will emphasize care of the land. 

All are welcome at this event – civic leaders, nonprofit organizations, faith communities, business people 
and engaged citizens— all points of view are needed, and the dignity of each person will be respected. 

 
There are two discussion group sessions each for 1 hour, one on Friday at 4:00 and one Saturday at 11 
am.  The discussion groups are facilitated; facilitators will provide background and moderate the group’s 
comments.  The assignment of discussion groups to Friday or Saturday will depend on the interest 
indicated by registrants.  

 
1. Laudato Si  Joe Mudd, Gonzaga, Kristi Philip, Cathedral 
2. Reducing toxins; advocacy 
through the church 

 Jessica Zimmerle, Earth Ministries, Second 
TBD 

3. Shalom and the Community 
of Creation, Native American 
insights to care for the land 

 Constance Holland, Elaine Patrick  Episcopal 
Diocese of Spokane 

4. Healthy living under 
environmental stress  

 Emily Grant, WSU School of Med, David 
Milliken, Hutton Settlement 

5. How you can conserve lands  Todd Dunfield, INWLC; Jordan Ryckman, 
Conservation NW 

6. Tree planting in Spokane, 
SpoCanopy 

Friday Maia Inniss, Lands Council, second Lands 
Council  

7. Building healthy soil at home  Pat Munts, SR columnist, Johnny 
Edmondson Growing Neighbors 

8. Agrarian lens;  Scripture 
Healing All Creation 

Friday Adam Bartholomew, Gonzaga, Beth Abbey, 
Whitworth 

9. Business practices in circular 
economy  

 Bill Aal, SIMBA; Kevin Kunz, Aquipor   

10. Individual and corporate 
responsibility in land care 

 Todd Myers, Washington Policy Council, 
Bruce Howard, Avista 

 



 

 

 
Exhibitors  
350 Interfaith 
Avista 
Earth Ministry / Washington Interfaith Power & 
Light 
Faith Action Network 
Gonzaga Environmental Organization 
Hutton Settlement Children's Home 
Inland Empire Beekeepers Association 
Inland Northwest Lands Conservancy  
Resource Synergy 
Save Our Wild Salmon 
Spokane Audubon Society 
The Lands Council 
Third Order Franciscans 
Vets on the Farm 
Worm Farmer Jeff Marke 
Faith and Values  
Liberty Lake Sustainability 
City Challenge 
Spokane Falls Sustainability Center 
Washington Policy Council 
Art salvage 
Master Gardeners 
NEWFC 
Spokane Riverkeepers 
Episcopal Diocese of Spokane 



List of Contacts 

John Wallingford, PhD 
St John’s Cathedral 
jcwallingford@gmail.com 
484-919-4782 
 
Elizabeth L. Abbey, PhD, RDN, CDN 
Associate Professor & Chair of Health Sciences 
Robinson Science Hall #206 
eabbey@whitworth.edu 
509-777-3463 
 
Brian Henning, PhD 
Gonzaga Center for Climate, Society, and the Environment   
ClimateCenter@gonzaga.edu; www.gonzaga.edu/ClimateCenter 
henning@gonzaga.edu 
509-313-5885 
 
Todd Dunfield 
Community Conservation Program Director 
Inland Northwest Lands Conservancy 
tdunfield@inlandnwland.org 
509-328-2939 
 
Jennifer Ogden 
President, Spokane Park Board 
jlmogden@earthlink.net 
509-280-7928 
 
Todd Myers 
Washington Policy Council 
tmyers@washingtonpolicy.org 
(206) 963-3409 
 
Heather VanDeventer, Dean 
St John’s Cathedral 
dean@stjohns-cathedral.org 
509-838-4277 
 
Breean Beggs 
President, Spokane City Council 
bbeggs@spokanecity.org 
509-625-6255 
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