
CALLED TO THE CITY
Office of Church Engagement 



• Empower involvement in the life of the city and 
the neighborhood
• Look at the urban framework of the City and 

how it impacts engagement 
• Align unique church strengths with 

opportunities 

Calling Community Overview & Vision



Calling Community Scope (draft)

February – Theological Foundation for Mission

March – Mapping: demographics, place, built environment

April/May – What’s already Happening: City, non-profits, schools, 
churches 

June – Field Trip and Grant Idea Submissions

July – Break 

August/September – Project Implementation 



• Missio Dei - The Mission of God
• Speaks to the action of God in the world
• God is active, working to redeem the entire 

creation
• The church’s task is to participate in this 

mission

Theological Foundation for Mission

Center Church, Timothy Keller



• God doesn’t send the church in mission
• God is already in mission
• The church isn’t about projects or initiatives; it 

wholly exist to be a mission

Theological Foundation for Mission

Center Church, Timothy Keller



• God’s model of action: shows up in a time, 
place and culture

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.” (John 1:14, ESV) 

Modeling our Engagement After the Incarnation

Center Church, Timothy Keller



The Word became flesh and blood, 
and moved into the neighborhood.  
- The Message

Another Reading



Ontology (God’s being) became more 
important that history (God’s deeds). It 
became more important to reflect on what 
God is in Himself than to consider the 
relationship in which people stand to 
God. Behind all of this lies the notion that the 
abstract idea is more real than the historical.” 
- David Bosch

The Divorce of Thought & Action



• Missio Dei : God’s mission to restore 
all of creation & the church must 
participate

• Not about our brand; its about 
alerting people to the universal reign 
of God

Bringing It Back Together



Missional: Following God
• Holistic approach to salvation 
• Incarnational – being involved in the “civic 

and corporate life of the neighborhood or 
city”
• Contextual – Communicating within culture 

that adapts to it and challenges it
• Reciprocal and Communal – sin as violation 

of God’s Shalom, Jesus’ death as victory 
over the powers of this world, mission as 
incorporating people into a new community 
that works to redeem society at a local level

Center Church, Timothy Keller



“Your Kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.”
- Matthew 6:10

Bringing It Back Together



Growing Local Missionaries, Equipping Churches to Sow Shalom in their Own Cultural Backyards, 
Dan Steigerwald

Bringing It Back Together

Providing an Urban 
Planning Lens to this 
phase is my goal.



Group Discussion 

•What is God up to in your neighborhood?
•What challenges do you face when trying to get involved in

civic life and/or your neighborhood



Will Mancini, Church Unique 



Next Steps
• Establish re-occurring meetings
• Next Meeting Topic: Mapping demographics, 

place, built environment
• Homework: Read Ch 1 – Growing Local 

Missionaries 


